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trous creations from Clash of the Titans. A model of Calibos, who was 











path that would become his life's 
Born on June 29th, 1920, in Los 
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that King Kong would start him on the 
work. 


illis 


_Q’Brien. At the age of five he saw The 


nine 


s, plus the Gorgon Medusa, whose eyes have the power to turn her 
_beholders into stone : — 


/orld, but it was eight years later 
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An eccentric professor invents an 2 
anti-gravity material Cavorite) that 
enables hi : 











creatures were created by couneey. of 
Captain Nemo, who has been develop- 
ing them as an alternative food source. 
From his disabled Nauti/us he helps 
the castaways refloat a pirate ship and 
get away before a voicanic eruption 
destroys him and his submarine. 
ihe next film 4s 
i faci 





This was Harnnauced’ S only 
Anamorphic feature film (different 
screen ratio) and it presented him with 
some problems, forcing him to rethink © 
and redesign a lot of his techniques. 

Despite this, he achieved some 
memorable effects; the massive © 










The animated statue of Talos from 
Jason and the BS 





























the 1 957 ae Twer iy Million Miles To , 
Earth, featuring one of Harryhausen’s 
best-known creations — The Ymir. A 
spaceship arrives back from Venus, 
crashing in the process. A canister is 
recovered containing a gelatinous-like 
egg from which hatches the Ymir, a 
reptilian-like creature that rapidly 
grows to enormous proportions. 
coe by its 








the army of ec cistone ‘Bat were 
grown frm the teeth of the dead 
Hydra. The film was Jason and the 
Argonauts (1963), and it became the 
most successful Dynamation feature 
SO far. 

: Another story idea. that 
Harryhausen had been. nurturing for 
fruition in. the 


Harryhausen then did some work for _ 
~-Hammer films in their prehistoric epic | 
One Million Years B.C. (1966). He 

created many prehistoric reptiles, 
including, Pterodactyl, Ar- | 
chelonischyros, Ceratosaurus, — 
Triceratops and an Allosaurus. Many 
conside ae work to be © 































Another Lost World film, it featured a 
miniature horse, a Pterodacty| and a 
fight between an Allosaurus and an 
elephant. The film was dropped before 
shooting began. 

Twenty-seven years jater saw the 
release of Valley of the Gwangi. As a 


Schneer was always cnwilleg to ae 
it. A screenplay by Nigel Kneale finally 
convinced Schneer and production 
went ahead. The storyline was 
watered down and played mainly for 
laughs, with a modern-day Belegue 
- epilogue Co on. 


bag of peanuts to feed the elephant, 
just before the Ymir breaks free and 
fights with it.) _ 

A sketcn showing a man battling a 
living skeleton on top of a spiral stair- 
case was the starting point for the 
next Schneer/Harryhausen production 
and their first Dynamation film in col- 
our. Cue The Animal World vas 




















| skeleton idea, began looking for a way 
to use it and started reading Arabian 
Nights stories. That idea, and others, 
finally took shape in their first fantasy 
film The Seventh Voyage of Sinbad 
(1959). The film was a resounding 
success, featuring many exotic crea- 
tions by Harryhausen. The Cyclops, a 
Dragon, a two-headed Roc, a 
Woman and, of course, Sinbad’ 























that was only available here. 
For their next project they adapted 
Johnathan Swift’ s novel Gulliver's 
Travels into The Three Worlds of 
Gulliver (1960). Apart from his stop- 
motion work, the film also allowed 
Harryhausen to refine some of ‘his 
opHea! techniques. 
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One of the Titans of the title of Clash of the Titans. The Kraken is a sea monster, E ormailly kept in prison by the sea-god 
Poseidon, who has been summoned to make a snack of Andromeda (Judi Bowker) 













tribute to his eee 
utilised many of 
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Allosaurus. De pi 
other well done s 
the sequence involv he lasooing of 
the Allosaurus by a group of cowboys 
— the film did not do well at the box- 
office, a failure that Harryhausen 
blames on poor promotion and 
distribution, and also the prevalent 
trends in the cinema at the time. 


HAVOC 
Harryhausen and Schneer returned to 
Sinbad for their next film Sinbad’s 
Golden Voyage (1973), which proved 
to be a big hit and their most suc- 
cessful film since Jason. 


Harryhausen’s work featured the siren 
figurehead on Sinbad’s boat that is 











especially 







Ved | It looks as oucR = Ss 
giant oe a ee vulture: and }| Harryhausen will be ste 
Calibos, (who was an interesting mix- | 
ture of live-action and animation. This © 
was necessary as the script required a 
Calibos to speak). 2 
























finished by the time you ead this. 
Force of the Trojans also marks a 
| change of policy for Harryhausen, 
| RELA TIONSHIP _| who had always been resistant to the 
— | new technologies available to the 
This was the first film not distributed | stop-motion animator. For this film, 
by Columbia Pictures, whom Schneer | Harryhausen will be supervising the 
and Harryhausen has built up anen- | effects that will be created at George 
during relationship with ever since the | Lucas’ ILM facility in San Rafael, 
formation of Morningside Produc- | California. Effects that will utilise 
tions. Escalating film costs forced Col- | ILM’s computerised ‘go- motion’ 
brought to life and causes havoc, unbia to back out and MGM stepped {| system — a set- “up firs < 
Koura’s spying Hommunculus, the i pine the sixteen million dollar oe . 
riffin and the bill, a St ae part of which went 


























































“did net do s SO 6 well : ‘some well- 
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